
AGENDA 

Parks & Recreation Committee 
Wednesday, March 1, 2023  

6 p.m. 

I. Call to Order

II. Roll Call & Minutes

III. Approval of the January 4, 2023 Meeting Minutes

IV. Brief Public Comments & Questions – Agenda Items Only (Limited to 3 minutes)

V. Items of Business
A. Update ~ Groesbeck Demo
B. Update ~ Unleashed dogs in the park
C. Update ~ Hofma Preserve and Schmidt Heritage Park Plaque
D. Update ~ Schmidt Heritage Park
E. Other Topics of Interest

VI. Extended Public Comments & Questions – Non-Agenda items Only (Limited to 3 minutes)

VII. Adjournment



GRAND HAVEN CHARTER TOWNSHIP 
PARKS AND RECREATION COMMITTEE 
January 4, 2023 
Meeting Minutes 
  
I. Call to Order: the meeting was called to order at 6 p.m. by Committee Chair Ron Redick 
 
II. Roll Call & Minutes 
 
Present: Belter, Frifeldt, Hesselsweet, Moelter-Gray, Redick, Thoroughman 
Staff: Chappell, Walsh 
 
III. Approval of the July 27, 2022 Meeting Minutes 
Motion by Moelter-Gray, seconded by Hesselsweet , to approve the minutes.  Vote:6-0 
 
IV. Brief Public Comments & Questions – no public present 
 
V. Items of Business 
 

A. Wording for Hofma Preserve Plaque and Progress Update: The wording for the plaque 
was discussed. Edits: first line – change ‘reserve’ to ‘preserve.’ Capitalize the word 
‘preserve’ in the first line and the last line of the plaque wording.  
Motion to approve the wording on the plaque, as amended: Motion by Belter, 
seconded by Thoroughman. Motion passed: 6-0 
 
Progress on the boardwalk through the section of the park which was formerly known as 
the “Wolf property’ was reviewed. 
The Groesbeck property purchase has been finalized. Chappell stated that there are future 
questions to address: what will be done on that access point to Hofma Park and Hofma 
Preserve: a trailhead will be established, should there be limited parking? 
Maps on the trails for the Park and the Preserve will be updated. 
There was a discussion of putting the maps on the Township website so people can pull 
them up, use of a QR code on trail signage. Belter suggested updates on the Township’s 
Facebook page to show the progress on the Preserve and the Groesbeck property as 
there is a great deal of interest from park users. 

 
B. Discussion ~ Progress Update Schmidt Heritage Park: 

Redick asked about the progress with the North Ottawa Rod and Gun Club’s request for 
fencing along the park’s west boundary line. Chappell reported that they met with the 
single home property owner who has a shared property line with SHP. Staff and engineers 
walked the property line, walked the area of the JoJo Jogging Trail. In some areas where 
there was a request for a 20 foot buffer, there is not enough space.  The township wants to 
wait until the jogging trail is in place to see the distances between the trail and property 
lines. This will be done in the spring. 
A soft opening is planned in June with the pickleball courts and restrooms will be ready 
along with the jogging trail and parking areas. The fields may not be ready for usage. 
Chappell has been in contact with Jim Schmidt on the progress. 

 
 



C. Discussion ~ Ordinance 20.302 and 20.0304 related to unleashed dogs in the park 
Complaints have been received from park users regarding unleashed dogs. The ordinance 
covering this was reviewed. Frifeldt comments: one complaint mentioned specifically 
mentioned Riley Trails. Frifeldt stated that the rules are specific to the various county 
properties. The issue they run into, prior to becoming a county park the property was used 
in a variety of ways. It has been a hard transition for some with the change to a leashed 
area. The county has no enforcement, they check the area once per week.  
Various solutions to the problems with dogs in township parks where dogs are allowed 
were offered: 

• more trash containers along the trails at Hofma so there is a place for bags of dog 
waste, etc. 

• have an area where dogs can be off-leash but still meet the ‘immediate control’ 
stipulation 

• more signage regarding the twp ordinance relative to dogs 
• look at the heavy use areas in the park and those will be stipulated as requiring ‘on 

leash.’ That would require an amendment to the ordinance. 
 
The recommendation from the Parks and Recreation Committee to help address the issue 
of park users and dogs:  include the three items discussed  
(I have 4 but did we ‘bundle’ signage and trash cans?) 

 
D. Discussion ~ Other Topics of Interest 
 
VI. Extended Public Comments & Questions: there was no public comments 
 
VII. Adjournment: Motion by Thoroughman, second by Hesselsweet to adjourn the 
meeting. Vote: 6-0 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 6:50 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Mary Jane Belter 
Secretary 
GHCT Parks and Recreation Committee 
 



PUBLIC NOTICE 

RESIDENTS OF GRAND HA VEN CHARTER TOWNSHIP and other interested parties, take 
notice that the Grand Haven Charter Township Parks and Recreation Committee will hold a 
meeting on Wednesday, March 1st, 2023 at 6:00 PM local time. 

The purpose of this meeting is the following: 
- To discuss various park initiatives and provide recommendation to the full

Board

The meeting will be held at the Grand Haven Charter Township Hall, 13300 168th Avenue, 
Grand Haven, MI in the Main Conference Room. 

Written comments regarding this meeting must be received no later than Tuesday, February 28th, 
2023. Please direct all written request to: 

Alando Chappell, Public Service Director 
Grand Haven Charter Township Parks & Recreation Committee 
13300 168th Avenue 
Grand Haven, MI 49417 
achappell@ght.org 

This notice is posted in compliance with PA 267 of 1976 as amended (Open Meeting Act), 
MCLA 41.72a (2) (3) and the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA). 

The Grand Haven Charter Township will provide necessary reasonable auxiliary aids and 
services, such as signers for the hearing impaired and audiotapes of printed materials being 
considered at the meeting, to individuals with disabilities at the public hearing upon seven (7) 
days' notice to the Grand Haven Township. 

Individuals with disabilities requiring auxiliary aids or services should contact the HR Director, 
13300 168th Avenue, Grand Haven, MI 49417. Phone: (616) 842-5988. 

A COPY OF THIS NOTICE IS ON FILE IN THE OFFICE OF THE CLERK. 

POSTED:  



 
 
 
 
 

SUPERINTENDENT'S  MEMO 
 

DATE: February 8, 2023 
 

TO: Township Board 
 

FROM: Bill Cargo 
 

SUBJECT: Groesbeck Property – Approve Low Bid for Removal of Structures/Junk 
 
 
 The closing on the two (2) Groesbeck parcels (i.e., about 15 acres total) occurred on 
Thursday, December 22nd with a purchase price of about $350k (plus a land donation of about 
$110k).  Further, the Township Board included this purchase as part of the Hofma Park & Preserve 
facility at the initial Board meeting in January. 
 
 One of the next steps is to raze the existing structures on the property and remove the junk 
and piles of logs/brush.  (The Township budgeted a total of $12,500 for this clean-up project; but it 
is noted that the low bid is $3,250 above↑ the budget estimate.) 
 
 On Thursday, February 2nd, bids were opened to complete this project.  The following lists 
the bid amounts: 
 

1. Schmidt Bros. Excavating - $15,750 
2. Schultz Excavating - $16,500 
3. Northern Pipeline Contractors - $25,530 
4. Tiles Excavating - $29,524 
5. VandenBerg Excavating - $36,612 

 
 Consumer’s Energy has disconnected the power from the residential structure; therefore, staff 
are prepared to move forward with the demolition of structures and site clean-up. 
 
 If the Board agrees, the following motion may be offered: 
 

Motion to authorize the Township Manager to execute an agreement with 
Schmidt Bros. Excavating to raze the existing structures and remove the junk 
and piles of logs/brush on the 15-acre property located at 15612 Groesbeck 
Avenue.  It is noted that this approval may require a budget amendment. 

 
If you have any questions or comments prior to the Board meeting, please contact me at your 

convenience. 



GRAND HAVEN CHARTER TOWNSHIP 13300 168th Ave.  —  Grand Haven, MI 49417  —  616.842.5988 — ght.org

Hofma 
Park + Preserve

• Keep Pets Close +
Under Immediate Control

•Leave No Trace +
 Scoop the Poop
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